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Strasbourg 06 I 03 I 2015
Ref.208/2015/AN

Dear  Madam:
30 January 2015, AVAATE filed a complaint against the European Commission concerning the composition the Scientific Committee on Emerging Health Risks recently Identified (the "Committee") and the Working Group on waves electromagnetic (the "Working Group").
I asked the Commission a report on the allegation and demand following:

ALLEGATION:

The Commission has not adequately responded to the issues raised by complaint   about the conflict of interest in which would meet several Members of the Working Group on electromagnetic waves.
DEMAND:


The Commission should adequately answer the questions above mentioned and 
rethink the composition of the Working Group  previously to further work in the field 
of waves electromagnetic.

In accordance with paragraph 2 of Article 2 and paragraph l of Article 3 of the Statute of the European Ombudsman, I have informed the President of the Commission of your claim, requesting let me get his report on the allegations and claims contained in my research before May 31, 2015.

In my letter, I have informed the President of the Commission that the answer for their services provided to you is based on a very restrictive definition of conflict of interest, which only takes into account potential conflicts arising from an employment relationship or obtain personal benefits.

On the other hand, the response of the services of the Commission seems to exclude the possibility that a conflict occurs because the Commission services (and not the interested parties) are responsible for analyzing possible conflicts of interests. I informed the Commission that, notwithstanding the importance of this aspect, it is imperative that the Commission ensure and can demonstrate that the analysis of their services was attentive, individualized and properly documented. I have asked the Commission to reconsider the matter.

Upon receipt of the report of the Commission of your complaint and send it to you,  inviting you to send us your comments within one month of receipt. Please take into consideration that there may be some delay in submitting the report in case it is necessary to translate it into Spanish.

Once we have received your comments or past relevant deadline, the case will be examined by the lawyer in charge of your case, Mrs. Alina Nedea (+33 3 8817 67 84). Mrs. Nedea is a member of unit 1 of the Complaints and Investigations] Head of unity is Ms. Marta Hirsch-Ziembiriska, and is part of the Directorate B. I'll inform you if it is necessary to conduct additional research before making a decision on your claim.


I have also informed the Commission that my services will inspect the documents of the Commission relating to the selection of the members of the Working Group, especially those containing the analysis of potential conflicts of interest of such members. Upon inspection I will send a copy of the report prepared by my services.

The secretariat of the Ombudsman makes every effort to give a quick treatment to claims. The Ombudsman will try to reach a preliminary conclusion of its investigation within one year from the time of its reception.

With respect to your claim about that the members of the Scientific Committee does not have the necessary specialization to form part of the same, I decided there was no reason to include it in my research. Indeed, I believe that the Commission's position on this question is reasonable, accurate and complete.

As is known, the role of the Scientific Committee is to provide opinions about newly identified health and environmental risks and on broad, complex or multidisciplinary issues requiring a comprehensive analysis of the risks to consumer safety or public health. The study of risks from electromagnetic fields is just one of the many issues addressed by the Committee, which also deals with different issues, such as antimicrobial resistance, nanotechnologies or reduced fertility. As will be understood, it is impossible that all Committee members are experts in all matters within the jurisdiction of this. This is precisely why, in the present case, the Committee has the support of the expert members of the Working Group on electromagnetic waves.

Yours sincerely,

Emily OReilly
