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My opening question was about the Operators in the UK using statements from the World Health Organisation (WHO) saying there are no short term or long term effects from phone masts.  I asked them how can they make this statement when they simply haven't looked at the short term or long term effects and the Independent studies conducted so far have all shown effects. 

The French Campaign Group also wanted to know how the World Health Organisation (WHO) can make the claim that there are no short term or long term effects when 80% of the peer reviewed and published research so far on phone masts are all saying they are causing problems and there is no research to say masts are safe.

The representative for WHO said he was unaware of the latest peer reviewed and published studies and couldn’t argue against the fact that there are no studies available to demonstrate that phone masts are safe and all studies so far are saying people are suffering with radiation sickness symptoms such as headaches, dizziness, sleep problems etc. 
We questioned them again asking WHO why are they saying on their website that there are no long term or short term effects around phone masts when they haven’t examined the research. They couldn’t answer as there is NO research to say masts are safe.

I raised the following question with regards to a statement from 

Dr Robert O. Becker’s book ‘Cross Currents the perils of electo pollution’ he was also twice nominated for the Nobel Prize for his research. 

Because abnormal electromagnetic fields can produce genetic abnormalities during cell division, it is quite possible that chronic exposure to such fields is a competent cause for the origin of cancers.  If this is correct, then the combined promoting and causing effects of field exposure could result in significant increase in cancers of the tissues that are in constant cellular multiplication. If this is true, is it safe to allow workers suffering with cancer to work near phone masts as a fire fighter with cancer in the UK was forced to train up a training mast with antenna on top or risk losing his job.

Mark Bogers, Team Leader, Electrical Sector, European Commission, DG Enterprise - answered by saying work/research is currently being carried out on emfs and genetic abnormalities.
Questions to Alan Freeman, Chairman, Health and Environment Working Group, 02 GSM Europe

I also raised the issue with regards to the deaf school in Liverpool suffering with interference with hearing aids due to phone masts on the pavement outside.  The operators said this is quite possible with older hearing aids.  Joseph Agie de Selsaten from Teslabel said the least they should do is to be made to pay for new hearing aids.

I invited Alan Freeman to confirm that masts will have an automatic cut off if they fall down, I provided information about a mast that was vandalised in the UK; Emergency services suffered radiation sickness and could not work on the scene until the mast had been turned off.  

Mr Freeman said masts should automatically cut off and that pavement/roadside masts should withstand an impact from a lorry or a car and if they do fall down the severed wires should cut out the signal.  I pointed out that this did not happen in the situation I mentioned and is therefore a health and safety issue. He seemed to be aware of the situation.
Mike Bell, Chairman for the RRT said there should be more frequency measurements taken and greater openness and the details showing the power output from masts including the main beams should be made available on a website for public access/information.  

He also said we should be sending out urgent updated information with regards to leaflets in the UK; it appears that openness/information in other countries such as Australia has had a positive impact and the public have a right to information. 

John Ryan Head of Unit, Health Information, European Commission, DG SANCO read out my final question which said: 

Campaigners believe the Industry are withholding information as T-Mobile in Germany commissioned ECOLOG to review over 220 pieces of peer reviewed and published papers and they found evidence for: Effects on the central nervous system, Cancer initiating and promoting effects, Impairments of certain brain functions, loss of memory and cognitive function.

Ecolog called for the ICNIRP guidelines to be reduced immediately. The Ecolog report was released in the year 2000 the same year as the Stewart report. However, the report was never translated into English until H.e.s.e. UK recently uncovered it six years later. This demonstrates the desperate need to release funding to translate further research that is available in Russian and German languages.

John Ryan has invited me to send him a copy of the full report and also told the audience that I have now presented it to the UK Health Protection Agency.  He also said that the Industry need to be more open and should share and publish this type of important information.  I have now sent John Ryan a full copy of the report and his thanked me and has agreed to send it to the EU Commission Scientific Committee for consideration.

My final statement

I said that in order to move forward in a positive direction Independent Scientists, WHO, ICNIRP and Industry need to get around the table at an event/workshop and start working together rather than keeping up this huge divide.  We highlighted the example of the EMF Discussion Group chaired by Sir William Stewart, which includes lay people and scientists from both sides.  This has led to a healthy debate and is building respect and understanding between us. The EMF DG has given the public hope as they realise they are now represented and our voices are getting through to the highest level; this has offered a life line especially for people suffering with Electro-sensitivity as their awful situation needs to be urgently addressed, they have a right to equal opportunities and need help and protection.  

The idea for a workshop inviting all key players was welcomed by the EU and Industry representatives and we have been invited to send out an invitation. 

Also keep an eye on Next up Campaign as they are loading putting information with regards to the Brussels meeting on their website.
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